
Revision lecture 

• Important things to know 

– Exam 

– Past papers 

– Office hours 

– Course content 

 

• Key concepts in the course 

 



Exam 

• Friday the 15th of June at 10am 

• Joint with thermodynamics 

• Lasts 2 hours 

 









Section C 

• Two questions (5 and 6) 

• Both cover statistical physics 

• You must do one of them 

 



Four answer books 

• Section A Q1 (thermodynamics short questions) 

• Section A Q2 (stat. phys. short questions) 

• Section B, Q3 or Q4 (thermodynamics) 

• Section C, Q5 or Q6 (statistical physics) 



Past papers 

Year Q 2 Q 5 Q 6 

2011 All All All 

2010 All All Parts i and ii,  

have a stab at the rest 

2009 All All All 

2008 All All apart from ii (d) All 

2007 All All All 



Office hours 

• Huxley 6M71 (floor 6M) 
• I have tried to schedule these to be convenient for your 

exams, etc. 
 

• Thursday 31st May, 4pm 
• Friday 8th June, 12pm 
• Monday 11th June, 12pm 
• Wednesday 13th June, 12pm 
• Thursday 14th June, 10am 

 
• Look at Blackboard for the definitive schedule! 



Course materials 
What it’s called When you got it What it covers 

Handout 1 10 Jan Aims and objectives 

Classwork 1 16 Jan Counting and the statistical weight 

Problem sheet 1 16 Jan Lagrange multipliers; paramagnetic solids as an 

example thermodynamic system 

APS4 section B 20 Jan Statistical physics of a 2 level system 

Problem sheet 2 23 Jan Harmonic oscillators; internal energy for large N 

Classwork 2 27 Jan A statistical view of work and heat 

Classwork 3 3 Feb The diatomic classical gas 

Problem sheet 3 3 Feb The grand canonical ensemble; chemical reactions 

Problem sheet 4 7 Feb Quantum effects 

APS5 section B 10 Feb A 2D degenerate electron gas 

Handout 2 7 Feb Course summary 

Handout 3 25 May Some important equations 



Help! 

• Look at a textbook 

– Guenault is a good place to start 

 

• Come to an office hour 

 

• Talk to your friends 

 

• Go through past papers 

– They’re not as hard as all that 




